
“And I tell you that you are Peter and on this 
rock  I will build My church”  

Matthew 16:18
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4 Touchstone Architecture

On May 8, 2008 Touchstone Architecture held a kick-off meeting for all building sub-committee 
members of the new St. Peter’s facility which is to be located north of Interstate 10 on 
Thomasville Road. The sub-committees are: Liturgical, Grounds, Music/Acoustic, Education, 

Administration/Hospitality, Color/Interiors, and Electronics/AV.  

Handouts showing a conceptual site plan depicting the location of the new building as well as parking, 
stormwater management facilities and future expansion were passed out to all present.  Then a general 
overview was given that included an explanation of code requirements for urban forests, stormwater 
retention, parking & egress, zoning, soil permeability, historical and natural features of the site and 
their impacts on permitting and construction.   

The intent of the sub-committee structure is to provide small study groups to assess parish needs 
in each speciþc area, thereby insuring a cohesive and broad based examination of each study area. 
Committee assignments were made with the  presumption that each member has an interest in the 
subject matter of her/his committee’s study area.  It was stressed that Chairs be aware of the importance 
that ideas be submitted to committees by non-members (parishioners at large or members of a different 
committee).  

On May 28th and 29th architectural programming meetings were held with each committee.  From 
these and successive meetings the following was learned:

	 Å	 It is important that the exterior reÿect an Anglican (Gothic) presence and that it be an 	
		  impressive structure
	 Å	 The grounds must reÿect the same commitment to style and grace as the main 
		  building
	 Å	 The interior must have theme and colors that are conducive to prayer and 			 
		  contemplation 
	 Å	 Minimum spatial allocation requests for all seven committees totaled over 42,000 		
		  square feet
	 Å	 The Committees can function within a total of 32,000 square feet
	 Å	 Minimum seating capacity in the Nave and Transcept is 600
	 Å	 This amount is 60-70 % the size of St. Johnõs
	 Å	 Current St. Peterõs size is + 11, 500 SF
	 Å	 With a 25,000 SF limitation for Phase I, not all of the uses needed can be housed in 	
		  the main building
	 Å	 There is not enough room in the undercroft for all non liturgical functions 			
		  (classrooms, fellowship hall, ofþces, music suite, kitchen, youth facility, nursery, 		
		  vesting, circulation, utilities, etc.) therefore, some functions will have to be housed 	
		  outside the main building
	 Å	 The core uses for the main building are: Main ÿoor worship - Narthex, Nave, 		
		  Transepts, Sacristy/ÿower room, liturgical space, choir balcony; Undercroft 		

Executive Summary
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		  ancillary needs- nursery and children’s classrooms, music suite, admin suite 		
		  and ofþces, adult and multipurpose classrooms, support facilities (restrooms, janitor, 	
		  storage, etc.), circulation (stairs, elevator, hallways, exits)
	 Å	 Taproots must be remodeled or an auxiliary building constructed to house the uses 	
		  not included in the main building (fellowship hall, kitchen, storage, youth)
	 Å	 This building must be out of site from Thomasville Road as it will be architecturally 	
		  incompatible with the main building or Phase II once it is begun
	 Å	 A cost/beneþt analysis will need to be made to determine which structure (Taproots 	
		  or new building) will best serve the needs of St. Peter’s
	 Å	 Childrenõs area needs security
	 Å	 Sound conditions (abatement and containment) are important for the entire facility
	 Å	 Prayer-reÿective garden, columbarium, colonnaded gathering area, outside storage, 	
		  recreational areas are all necessary and the special needs pertinent to each should be 	
		  taken into account
	 Å	 Gathering area visibility to Thomasville Road is important
	 Å	 Covered egress into the Narthex is necessary for the handicapped, altar party, brides, 	
		  and automobile drop off; it should also have a connection to the undercroft.
	 Å	 All committees need to develop a master plan that will address their speciþc issues 	
		  in Phase I, Phase II and beyond.  This plan should be permanently archived for use 	
		  by future committees

Each committee has met and studied diligently in an effort to resolve issues, identify needs and quantify 
wants in order for their ministry to carry out its mission at St. Peter’s.  Much time and effort has been 
invested to bring this information to the surface; it is hoped that the effort of all committee members 
will be recognized and appreciated by the entire parish of St. Peter’s.

“How do you go from where you are to where you want to be? I think you have to 
have an enthusiasm for life. You have to have a dream, a goal, and you have to be 
willing to work for it.”

Jim Valvano

Executive Summary
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In less than three years, St. Peter’s has gone 
from inspiration to reality.  Beginning in a 
building on loan from generous donors, 

St. Peter’s has grown into a mature Anglican 
parish that is an example for many other 
Anglicans struggling for an orthodox identity.  

In the Summer of 2007 God led St.  Peterõs 
to the ideal location for the construction of 
a new church.  The property is located on 
Thomasville Road north of I-10. It consists 
of 8.24 acres and was paid for by a three-
month campaign to raise cash for the purchase.

Prologue

Upon the recommendation of the building committee to the vestry, Touchstone Architecture was 
commissioned by St. Peter’s to develop preliminary concepts for the design of a new facility to be 
located on the property recently purchased.   Design parameters given to Touchstone are that the new 
church must have a recognizable Anglican identity.  The exterior should be true to gothic examples 
reÿecting an orthodox search for unity with God; the interior should appeal to all the senses and create 
an environment conducive to prayer and contemplation.  It should be majestic yet not overawing.  As 
with all Anglican churches, it will have the traditional East-West axis anchored by the altar in the East 
and baptismal font in the West.

Touchstone has begun an extensive series of programming meetings with seven sub-committees 
established by the building committee.  These sub-committees study speciþc areas of interest and quantify 
the spatial needs of their area.  Those requirements are tabulated and þne tuned, then converted into 
bubble diagrams representing needs and adjacencies.  Architectural principals are applied to those needs 
and the diagrams become valid representations of the spatial need expressed by each sub-committee.  

Responding to further parishioner input, the vestry of St. Peter’s established a building committee to 
oversee the design and construction of a new church.  It was instituted and purposefully staffed with 
parishioners representing a broad range of experience from differing backgrounds.  Among others, the 
building committee has members with law enforcement, legal, real estate, þnance and construction 
backgrounds. 

Much consideration has been given to the qualiþcations for the church.  The Vestry itself, the building and 
þnance committees of the Vestry along with the priesthood of St. Peterõs have spent countless hours in 
research and study in an effort to determine the best way to proceed.  Their prayerful decision is to begin. 
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Prologue

The big part of this process is staying within 
a reasonable size limitation based on the 
anticipated ability of St. Peter’s to afford the 
construction and cost to furnish.  The building 
committee estimation is that the budget must not 
exceed nine and one half million dollars.  This 
dollar amount can be loosely translated in area 
available for the sub-committee programming 
schedule.  Allocations of actual space can 
then be made for each sub-committee and the 
support services necessary for the entire facility.  

In addition to the exterior, interior and functional 
needs of the church, there is a study group for the 
electronic and landscaping requirements.  You 
will þnd a full explanation of the process used 
to develop the conclusions as well as examples 
representative of the intent within this report. 
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On May 8, 2008, Touchstone Architecture 
held a kick-off meeting for all building 
sub-committee members of the new St. 

Peterõs facility to be located North of Interstate 
10 on Thomasville Road.  At this meeting held 
in the North Transept of the downtown building, 
Bradley Touchstone made a presentation that 
outlined the current architectural status of the new 
church facility.  It included slides and comments 
by Bradley and Rector, Eric Dudley.  Handouts 
(see appendix 1.1) showing a conceptual site plan 
depicting the location of the new building as well 
as parking, stormwater management facilities and 
future expansion were passed out to all present.  
Then a general overview was given that included an 
explanation of code requirements for urban forests, 
stormwater retention, parking & egress, zoning, soil 
permeability, historical and natural features of the 
site and their impacts on permitting and construction.   

The Beginning

Architectural programming was reviewed for the beneþt of those unfamiliar with the process; that 
helped to explain how programming creates the necessity for (the seven) sub-committees.  Much 
thought was given to groups with special missions and interests within the church in an effort to 
see that no signiþcant point of view was excluded from this input process.  Each sub-committee 
was charged with the responsibility of formulating needs and wants concurrent with their sphere of 
inÿuence.  The sub-committees are: Liturgical, Grounds, Music/Acoustic, Education, Administration/
Hospitality, Color/Interiors, and Electronics/AV.  

Next, an explanation of the organizational chart for the construction of the new building was 
offered with emphasis placed on the opportunity that all parishioners should respond to the 
challenges presented by the design phase and how they (any parishioner) may contribute.  

The Chair of each committee was to convene a meeting and discuss the sample input form (see 
Appendix 1.1) provided by Touchstone.  This form is designed to assist each committee in developing 
their report that delineates their needs and quantiþes their wants.  Needs are of primary consideration 
for inclusion into Phase I of the construction; wants will be considered in future phases.  Each 
committee Chair is responsible for contacting their members and completing an expectations 
report that will be discussed at meetings with the architectural consultants on May 28th and 29th.  
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The intent of the sub-committee structure is to provide small study groups to assess parish 
needs in each speciþc area, thereby insuring a cohesive and broad based examination 
of each study area. Committee assignments were made with the presumption that each 
member has an interest in the subject matter of her/his committee’s study area.  It was 
stressed that Chairs need to solicit and be receptive to input from non-committee members. 

In addition to the site plan, a proto-typical ÿoor plan was introduced with the caveat that this 
would not be the St. Peter’s plan but is exemplary of a church in the size range contemplated.  
It showed a building with Anglican East-West orientation and undercroft for ancillary 
needs.  The planõs projected capacity is + 700 seating in Nave and Transepts; it provides 
a Narthex, worship area and includes a Sacristy/ÿower room, classrooms and ofþces, etc.  

Several questions came up with regard to interior spatial needs; all attending were assured that the 
purpose of the programming exercises is to organize the interior of the church so that it best suits 
the needs of the parish.  However, and with great caution, it was explained that all programming 
is subject to the overriding constraints imposed by the budget.  Committees were strongly advised 
to keep in mind the difference between wants and needs.  Although St. Peter’s is greatly increasing 
from its present (inadequate) size, Phase I is considered “the bones of St. Peter’s,” properly laid 
out with expansion contemplated for Phase II, where additional needs and wants will be addressed.

There were a number of questions regarding speciþc committee responsibilities and several good 
suggestions such as provision for a columbarium and an outdoor cooking facility.  All were taken 
under consideration and referred to the appropriate committee for study and recommendation.

May 28, 2008 

Touchstone Architecture began programming meetings with the seven building sub-committees.  The 
purpose of these meetings was to receive, review and catalog the programming data derived from 
committee meetings held prior to the architectural session.  Committee Chairs were to bring completed 
written responses to the form previously provided by Touchstone plus any additional comments from 
their meeting.

The Beginning



SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS:

10 Touchstone Architecture

Chapter 1:	 Education

The Educational Mission of St. Peter’s is to provide Orthodox 
Christian educational programs for people of all ages.  The 
hope is that through these programs attendees will become 

mature believers, able to spread and defend the Gospel in their daily 
lives.  Christian educational programs at St. Peter’s include vibrant 
Sunday School programs for children, youth, teenagers, young 
adults, adults and seniors.  Additionally provided are Wednesday 
night classes following a family supper, a visiting scholar program, 
Duke Fellow’s program, Vacation Bible School, Alpha classes 
for new Christians or those who want to become more familiar 
with the Anglican way and Catechumenal processes for all ages.

All classrooms should have AV capacity with wireless Internet 
connection, monitors, and overhead projector with screen, DVD/VCR 
access, dry erasable boards, bulletin boards and wall space for art work 
(Children).  Special needs include a locking system for classroom 
doors and cabinets that are zoned and have master keying features.  
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  EDUCATION  EDUCATION

The parish administrator and the directors of the different program areas 
are responsible for the planning and execution of the educational and 
recreational programs listed above.  Attention should be given to sound 
attenuation for all classrooms, restrooms and common areas and how that 
will affect or be affected by the worship service.  There needs to be a 
security system in place for the perimeter of the building and appropriate 
exterior lighting. 

  Education

“But as for me and my household, 
 we will serve the Lord”    

 Joshua  24:15

Carol Long and Diane Biederman turned in written reports 
that have been archived in the Education Committee binder 
along with notes of the meeting by Huel Wheeler (see appendix 
1.2).  Basic þndings and recommendations of the committee are:

Security:  The Tallahassee Police Department will provide a 
Crime Prevention and Environmental Security Design survey 
of the property and proposed construction once a complete set 
of plans has been developed.  It was recommended that Stewart 
Clendinen be contacted for more information on this subject.

There must be a secure area for children with proper check-in and check-
out requirements including identiþcation conþrmations.  Currently this 
is a very lax area.  It must be considered that in the new facility, the 
nursery and childcare areas will be the main focus of visiting parents or 
those considering joining St. Peter’s.  Child safety and care is a must.  

Storage:  The children’s area needs plenty of shelf space, bookcases, 
and cabinets (some with locks).  A locker area for adults and one 
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  EDUCATION

“ You are fellow citizens with God’s people 
and members of God’s household, built 
on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus, Himself, as 
the chief cornerstone.”     

Ephesians 2: 20

fairly large room is needed for storage when converting rooms from 
children’s function to adult functions (materials such as child to 
adult tables & chairs that would need to be switched and stored).  
Exterior storage for seasonal or large items would be helpful.  

Rooms required:  
	 Library: could be a multipurpose room for Vestry meetings, 	
	 etc.  

	 Ofþce: Mrs. Long requested some type of accommodation for 	
	 Divinity Fellows (Duke) and other Seminarians – could be 		
	 communal
	
	 Nursery: at least two infant rooms with maximum capacity of 	
	 six cribs 
	
	 Toddler: two toddler rooms of medium size 	adequately equipped.
	
	 Children: eight classrooms
	
	 Youth: One large room that will accommodate approximately 	
            100 with stage and AV equipped; small kitchenette; ofþce for 	
	 youth director; restrooms and smaller breakout rooms (part of 	
	 large room) for 10-15 people.  They need outside access; 		
	 convenient parking, storage and adjacency to the main building  	
	 but need their own deþned  space.

	 Adults: Wednesday night is the largest turnout.  In addition 	

  Education
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  EDUCATION

“There are those that look at things the 
way they are, and ask why? I dream of 
things that never were, and ask why 
not.” 

Robert F. Kennedy

	 to a fellowship/dining facility, six small classrooms for 6-10 	
	 people, six medium sized classrooms for 10-20 people and 		
	 large gathering area for 50+ are needed.
	
	 Mom’s Room:  There is a need for the accommodation of 		
	 mothers who want to observe the service but have infants who 	
	 may be crying 	or otherwise should not be in the Nave.  This 	
	 should be a room with  AV hook-up.

	 Exterior Pavilion:  A pavilion similar to, but smaller than 		
	 the one used for the second anniversary celebration was 		
	 recommended.  It should have an enclosed end that could be	
	 used for storage and/or be set up as a kitchen 			 
	 with storage and pantry.

	 Restrooms:  Appropriate restrooms – children should not have 	
	 to use adult facilities; restrooms should be of an adequate 		
	 number and reasonably accessible.

	 Outside areas:  Playgrounds for toddlers, primary and teens 	
	 should 	be located away from the stormwater facility and have a 	
	 security system in place for the protection of younger children.  
			 
	 Clear space for class outings or nature observations should be 	
	 set aside.

  Education
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“The only thing necessary for the 
triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.” 

Edmund Burke

Education Committee Communication

Notes were received from Chuck Lang, Chair of the education committee about their meeting 
on June 10th (attached as Appendix 2.1).   The most predominant issue discussed  was the 
ÿow of foot trafþc around the church and having it compliment Sunday School attendance.  
Currently the coffee/lemonade social gathering conÿicts with rather than compliments the 
Sunday School times.   We agree the social gathering is important and do not want to minimize 
it, we do hope to have it timed and located so it compliments Sunday school attendance though. 

A few thoughts that came up generally regarding ÿow are as follows:
	 Å	 Trafþc ÿow from Church to Hospitality to Classrooms to Parking 
	 Å	 End refreshments at class time 
	 Å	 Adjust church times to give time for socializing and class 
	 Å	 Make it easy to get to class with no distractions in the layout (physical  or time) 
	 Å	 Have the classroom doors very visible (possibly circle layout with  refreshments in 	
		  middle and classroom doors facing middle...better to draw) 
	 Å	 Have a school bell! 
	 Å	 Have a coffee station by classrooms/parish hall 
	 Å	 Have a one way ÿow at least for younger classroom areas (safety) 
	 Å	 Signage, signage; make it easy to þnd your classroom and the  education area

Several other ideas not necessarily related to trafþc low were:
	 Å	 Premier gym type check in (greeting area with  small gates beyond) for daycare age 	
		  (3/6 rooms off this area) 
	 Å	 Playground; located near nursery for during  service activity; older space for bigger 	
		  kids and nights 
	 Å	 Storage up high on shelves (OK to need step to  reach); locking storage also 
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Architectural Meeting with Education Committee Chair

During this meeting Touchstone Architecture presented the committee chair with design 
features regarding their area of interest that have been developed to date.  This meeting has been 
streamlined by having only the committee Chair attending.  The Chair will then report his þndings 
to the full committee at a meeting, scheduled by the Chair, occurring subsequent to this meeting.

The bubble diagram was explained; þrst the overall aspects were reviewed, then the area 
dealing with the educational suite.  Chuck had minutes from the previous Education 
Committee meeting and some sketches they had made to illustrate ideas they wanted to present.  

The þrst concern dealt with the time conÿict of the social gathering between services and Sunday 
School class periods.  The committee is very concerned that Sunday School attendance is negatively 
affected by the gathering time, which runs concurrent or partially concurrent with Sunday School 
sessions.  It is natural for children to stay with parents rather than leave the gathering to attend 
Sunday School.  Recommendations are rescheduling so that time can be allocated for gathering 
without competing with Sunday School time and the institution of a bell to call students to class.
Noise is always a concern and the education committee is no exception.  Classrooms should have 
protection from hallway noises.   It is important that distraction from the hallway be minimized – this 
can be done through thick walls and insulation materials designed to dampen loud hall noise and by 
the doors having small rather than large glass panels.   Flexibility of classroom size is more important 
than class-to-class noise transmission.  Moveable partitions were suggested ð they sacriþce noise 
abatement in favor of adjustable classroom size.  This is the favored solution by the education committee.  

	 Å	 One way mirrors and/or cameras with monitors for  viewing kids (technology may 	
		  attract new parishioners) 
	 Å	 Sound prooþng to hall ways. Sliding walls are  great even though they may let some 	
		  sound by since most noise is from  hall 
	 Å	 Older youth (middle/high) will need; wired for  sound; stage; lots of indoor space to 	
		  spread out in; portables are OK in  interim 
	 Å	 Classes should be A/V capable (network, projector  w screen and VCR (planned any	
		  way)

Everyone agreed that a large gathering, such as the social time is very beneþcial to recruitment 
when viewable from Thomasville Road.  However, it was noted that social time being in conÿict 
with Sunday School sets up a potential to skip Sunday School.  Since the Sunday School program 
will be of signiþcant interest to potential new members, participation should be encouraged.
Mid High and High School youth need their own place with a/v equipped stage and plenty 
of space.  They need to be separated but adjacent.  Other classrooms need to be located 
in a central ÿow that directs people toward that area.  This is the location where Christian 
education begins and ÿourishes. Everything possible should be done to encourage participation. 


